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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5121

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmittee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Senators Kei ser, Swecker, Poul sen, Schm dt and Haugen)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to determining long-termair transportation needs;
addi ng new sections to chapter 47.68 RCW creating a new section; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 47.68 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The aviation division of the departnent of transportation shal
conduct a statew de airport capacity and facilities assessnent. The
assessnment mnust include a statewide analysis of existing airport
facilities, and passenger and air cargo transportation capacity,
regardi ng both commercial aviation and general aviation; however, the
primary focus of the assessnent nust be on conmercial aviation. The
assessnment nust at a m ni num address the foll ow ng issues:

(a) Existing airport facilities, both comrercial and general
aviation, including air side, land side, and airport service
facilities;

(b) Existing air and airport capacity, including the nunber of
annual passengers and air cargo operations;
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(c) Existing airport services, including fixed based operator
services, fuel services, and ground services; and

(d) Existing airspace capacity.

(2) The departnent shall consider existing information, technical
anal yses, and other research the departnent deens appropriate. The
departnment may contract and «consult wth ©private independent
prof essi onal and techni cal experts regarding the assessnent.

(3) The departnment shall submt the assessnent to the appropriate
standing commttees of the legislature, the governor, t he
transportation conm ssion, and regional transportation planning
organi zations by July 1, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 47.68 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) After submtting the assessnent under section 1 of this act,
the aviation division of the departnment of transportation shall conduct
a statewide airport capacity and facilities narket analysis. The
anal ysis nmust include a statew de needs analysis of airport facilities,
passenger and air cargo transportation capacity, and demand and
forecast market needs over the next twenty-five years wth a nore
detailed analysis of the Puget Sound, southwest Wshi ngton, Spokane,
and Tri-Cities regions. The analysis nust address the forecasted needs
of both commercial aviation and general aviation; however, the primary
focus of the analysis nust be on commercial aviation. The anal ysi s
must at a m ni num address the foll ow ng issues:

(a) A forecast of future airport facility needs based on passenger
and air cargo operations and demand, airline planning, and a
determ nation of aviation trends, denographic, geographic, and market
factors that may affect future air travel denmand;

(b) A determ nation of when the state's existing commercial service
airports will reach their capacity;

(c) The factors that may affect future air travel and when capacity
may be reached and in which | ocation;

(d) The role of the state, netropolitan planning organizations
regional transportation planning organizations, the federal aviation
adm ni stration, and airport sponsors in addressing statew de airport
facilities and capacity needs; and
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(e) Wether the state, netropolitan planning organizations,
regional transportation planning organizations, the federal aviation
adm nistration, or airport sponsors have identified options for
addressi ng | ong-range capacity needs at airports, or in regions, that
wi |l reach capacity before the year 2030.

(2) The departnent shall consider existing information, technical
anal yses, and other research the departnent deens appropriate. The
departnment may contract and «consult wth ©private independent
prof essi onal and technical experts regarding the analysis.

(3) The departnment shall submt the analysis to the appropriate
standing committees of the legislature, the governor, t he
transportation conm ssion, and regional transportation planning
organi zations by July 1, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 47.68 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Upon conpletion of both the statew de assessnment and anal ysi s
requi red under sections 1 and 2 of this act, and to the extent funds
are appropriated to the departnent for this purpose, the governor shal
appoint an aviation planning council to consist of the follow ng
menbers: (a) The director of the aviation division of the departnent
of transportation, or a designee; (b) the director of the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, or a designee; (c) a nenber
of the transportation comm ssion, who shall be the chair of the
council; (d) two nenbers of the general public famliar with airport
i ssues, including the inpacts of airports on comunities, one of whom
must be from western Washi ngton and one of whom nmust be from eastern
Washington; (e) a technical expert famliar with federal aviation
adm ni stration airspace and control issues; (f) a commercial airport
operator; (g) a nenber of a growth managenent hearings board; (h) a
representative of the Washington airport nanagenent association; and
(1) an airline representative. The chair of the council may designate
anot her council nenber to serve as the acting chair in the absence of

the chair. The departnent of transportation shall provide al
adm ni strative and staff support for the council.
(2) The purpose of the council is to nake reconmmendati ons, based on

the findings of the assessnent and anal ysis conpl et ed under sections 1
and 2 of this act, regarding how best to neet the statew de commerci al
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and general aviation capacity needs, as determ ned by the council. The
council shall determne which regions of the state are in need of
i nprovenent regarding the matching of existing, or projected, airport
facilities, and the |ong-range capacity needs at airports within the
region expected to reach capacity before the year 2030. After
determining these areas, the council shall nake recomendations
regarding the placenent of future commercial and general aviation
airport facilities designed to neet the need for inproved aviation
pl anning in the region. The council shall include public input in
maki ng final recomendati ons.

(3) The council shall submt its recomendations to the appropriate
standing committees of the legislature, the governor, t he
transportation comm ssion, and applicable regional transportation
pl anni ng organi zati ons.

(4) This section expires July 1, 2009.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2005, in the omibus transportation appropriations act, this
act is null and void.

~-- END ---
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